extension of K (x) ?
Let O w be a valuation ring dominating O v such that the extension of the elds of fractions is algebraic. Under which conditions is the tensor product R Ov O w normal ?
A common feature of our treatment of each of these questions is the use of valuation theoretic methods, as introduced and applied to geometric problems in GMP3] In section 3 of the present paper a positive answer to this question is given. It is obtained by rst applying a theorem of G. Note that condition 1 is satis ed for the henselization of a valuation ring.
